Lesson 4
1 Samuel Chapters 10-12

The Coronation and Early Acts of Saul

Chapter 10-The Coronation of Saul
Vs. 1-16-Saul is Anointed King
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e As Saul was leaving Zuph, Samuel had Saul’s servants go ahead of them. Samuel poured oil
upon Saul’s head, kissed him, and said that the Lord had anointed him as
over Israel.

e To prove that this was the word of the Lord, Samuel told Saul that he would find two men
close to Rachel’s tomb. These men would tell him that the donkeys had been found and that
Saul’s father was now worried about him.

e Samuel further prophesied that as Saul continued, men would meet him
at the oak of Tabor. One of the men would be carrying three young goats, another would be
carrying three loaves of bread, and another would be carrying a jug of wine. Samuel stated
that the men would give him two loaves of bread.

e Asathird proof, Samuel told Saul that he would come upon a group of

with a harp, a tambourine, a flute, and a lyre and they would be
prophesying. Samuel said that the Spirit of the Lord would fall upon Saul, that he would
prophesy with the prophets, and that he would be changed into another man.

e Verse 7 states that the Spirit of the Lord would give Saul wisdom.




e After the meeting with the prophets, Saul was told to go to and Samuel
would meet him. Samuel would then offer burnt offerings and peace offerings. Saul was
specifically told to wait seven days for Samuel.

e As Saul turned to leave, God changed his and all these signs came to
pass.

e As Saul was returning home, his uncle approached him and inquired where he had been. Saul
told the uncle that he was trying to find the donkeys and had asked for Samuel’s help. The
uncle asked what Samuel had said but Saul only relayed the message concerning the
donkeys.

Vs. 17-27-Saul Is Annointed King

e Samuel called Israel together at . Mizpah was where Israel’s spiritual
revival took place before their prior victory over the Philistines.
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e Samuel told the people how God had been their deliverer from Egypt and from all the
kingdoms that had oppressed them. However, they had turned from the Lord and was now
seeking an earthly king.

e To choose the king, lots were cast. The Tribe of was taken, then the
individual families were taken until Saul was the chosen lot.

e They tried to find Saul but he was hiding by the

e Saul was taller than any of the people from his shoulders up and was a phy5|cal specimen.
Saul appeared to be the perfect candidate as king.

e The people shouted, “ I”” This must have broken the heart of God.

e Samuel wrote down the duties of a king. It is possible these duties included the requirements
found in Deuteronomy 17:14-20. Samuel sent the people home and Saul went to his house at
Gibeah.




o became the first capital of the monarchy. It is interesting to note that
God touched the hearts of the valiant men to accompany Saul.

e There were some worthless men, however, who despised Saul and would not recognize him
as King. Verse 27 states that Saul kept silent about these men.

Chapter 11-The Conquest of the Ammonites
Vs. 1-15-Ammonites Defeated

Jabesh-gilead

Ammon

e Nahash, the Ammonite, came up and besieged

e The people of Jabesh-gilead were not prepared for war and wanted to make a covenant with
the Ammonites.

e The did not want an agreement but said they wanted to gouge out
the right eye of everyone in Jabesh-gilead. The right eye was important in battle since the left
eye was usually covered up by the shield.

e The elders stated that they wanted seven days to give an answer. Since the Ammonites
agreed, it might have indicated they were not prepared for an actual engagement.

e Saul was coming in from the fields when he received word of this challenge.

e The Spirit of the Lord came upon Saul and he became extremely

e Saul took a yoke of oxen, cut them into pieces, and sent them throughout Israel. Saul
threatened that if anyone did not follow him, he would also destroy their oxen. The dread of
the Lord fell upon the people and followed Saul.

e The next day, Saul’s army defeated the Ammonites (remember the people of Jabesh-gilead
for they will show their gratitude at the end of 1%t Samuel).

o After the battle, Samuel told the people of Israel to go up to Gilgal and renew the kingdom to
Saul.

e Saul and all the people rejoiced greatly at




Chapter 12-Samuel Reminds the People What Living Under a King Would be Like
Vs. 1-25-Samuel Rebukes the People for Wanting a King

After the celebration, Samuel had some very harsh warnings for the people. Samuel
reiterated how it was God alone who delivered their ancestors from the hand of the Egyptians
and from all other enemies; it was God who raised up Judges to further deliver Israel from
their enemies; and in each instance, Israel turned away from God and calamity fell upon
them.

God showed His to the Israelites by telling them if they would
still fear the Lord and serve Him, the Lord would be with them. However, if they refused to
listen to the Lord, then the hand of the Lord would be against them.

To prove that these words were from the Lord, the Lord sent thunder and rain and all the
people greatly feared Samuel and the Lord.

Samuel reiterated God’s love for the Israelites. Samuel also stated that he would not cease to
pray for them.

Summary
It is God’s desire to bless everyone. His love for us is beyond understanding. He lovingly calls

each person to accept His Son, Jesus Christ, as Lord and Savior. However, it is up to each one to
make their own decision for Christ. We are given only one chance in this world to make that
eternal decision. Jeremiah 29:11 states, “For I know the plans that I have for you, declares the
Lord, plans for welfare and not for calamity to give you a future and a hope.”



