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Introduction 
1. There were three waves of Judean captivity by King Nebuchadnezzar: 605 B.C.; 

597 B.C.; and 586 B.C. The primary and complete Judean captivity to Babylon 

was in 586 B.C. The total time of Babylonian captivity were 70 years.  After 70 

years were accomplished, as prophesied by Jeremiah (Jeremiah 25:11), Cyrus of 

Persia overthrew Babylon in 539 B.C. and allowed the Jews to return to Jerusalem 

in 538 B.C. The foundation of the temple was laid in the Spring of 535 B.C., thus 

ending the 70 years of captivity. 

2. Ezra, a priest from the tribe of Levi, accompanied the Jews to Israel in 458 B.C. 

Ezra (presumed to be the author of Chronicles) gives a restatement of Israel’s 

history. Since this was a new generation of people, Ezra wanted the Jews to return 

to Jerusalem with a good understanding of God’s laws. He also wanted to 

emphasize God’s favor upon those who served the Lord, and His judgment upon 

those who chose to abandon His laws. 

3. The Chronicles parallel the book of 1 and 2 Kings. The Chronicles emphasize the 

importance of religious purity rather than concentrating on the detailed activities 

of the kings as found in 1 and 2 Kings. 

1 Chronicles 1-9-The Genealogy  
4. 1 Chronicles 1-9 give a very detailed chronology of Jewish lineage from the time 

of Adam to David. 

5. It is interesting to follow the Chronology from King David to the birth of Jesus. 1 

Chronicles 3:5 states that two sons in particular were born to David; those being 

Nathan and Solomon. It was prophesied that David’s kingdom would be 

everlasting (1 Kings 11:36). 

6. Jeremiah prophesied that no descendant of Jehoiachin would ever be on the throne 

(Jeremiah 22:30). Jehoiachin was the last King from the line of David to be king 

over Israel. His uncle, Zedekiah was the last reigning king of Judah at the time of 

the Babylonian captivity.  

7. Matthew chapter 1 gives the lineage of Jesus through Joseph’s family. Mathew 

1:6-7 traces Jesus line from David to Solomon through Rehoboam and on to 



Jehoiachin. Christ did not come to reign as an earthly king during His first 

coming. However, He will reign as an earthly king after His second coming. This 

seems to contradict Jeremiah’s prophecy that no king from Jehoiachin’s lineage 

will ever rule. 

8. The answer is found in Christ’s genealogy as recorded in Luke 3:23-38. 

Matthew’s account traces Jesus line through Solomon which leads to Jehoiachin 

whereas Luke’s account traces Christ’s line through Nathan’s line to Mary. 

Nathan was also a son to David. This explains why it was possible for no king to 

reign through Jehoiachin’s line but could continue through Nathan’s lineage. 

When Christ returns to reign on earth, His reign will never end. 

 

 

 

1 Chronicles 10-29-David’s Godly Example 

9. Chronicles is careful to explain why King Saul perished in battle (10:13-14). 

Again, Ezra was trying to instill a godly spirit within those returning from 

Babylon (9:1-2).  

10. Chron. 11:10-12 list the feats and names of David’s mighty men. Such examples 

can be found in: 11:11; 11:17-19; 11:20; 11:22. When we follow God’s laws, He 

will send us help and direction.  

11. Chron. 13 gives the account of David bringing the Arc of the Covenant from 

Kiriath-jearim. The Chronicler was careful to point out the death of Uzza for 

mishandling the Ark of God.  

12. David apparently learned the lesson of ignorance toward God’s law and was very 

careful to obey it (15:11-15). 

13. 16:1 states that David prepared a tent to house the Ark of God. It appears that 

David has been well versed in the Laws of God. 1 Chron. 16:37; 39-41 gives clear 

indication of David’s attitude toward God.  

14. 1 Chron. 17 tells of David’s desire to build a house for God. However, it was not 

God’s desire for David to build a house to God but that Solomon would build the 

house. 

15. David found the courage to speak with God since he was assured that his kingdom 

will be an everlasting one (1 Chron. 17:23-25). An interesting parallel passage is 

found in Hebrews 4:16. Eternal security is assured for all who believe. 

16. David was careful to dedicate all gold, silver, and bronze to the Lord. As a result, 

God prospered David (1 Chron. 18:11-13). 

17. God punishes David by slaying 70,000 for numbering Israel. This was done in 

pride and showed David’s reliance upon numbers rather than upon God. 

18. David began collecting supplies for the temple. David also instructed his son, 

Solomon, in the ways of the Lord. 1 Chron. 22:12 states that David instructed 

Solomon to rely upon God for discretion and understanding. Verse 13 is a 

reminder for all believers not to be afraid but to trust God in all circumstances.  

19. It is interesting to note Solomon’s request of God when asked what his desires 

would be (1 Kings 3:9). 

20. The chronicler noted David’s reverence for God and his desire to worship God 

continually (23:30-31). 



21. Chapters 24-26 give detailed descriptions of the Levite’s role for worshiping God. 

22. David announced to all the officials in Israel that Solomon would be the next king 

and that his kingdom would be established forever if he obeyed the 

commandments and ordinances of the Lord (1 Chronicles 28:5-9).  

23. God had apparently given David plans for the temple (28:19-20). David gave 

good advice for trusting in God.  

24. David had set a good example of giving tithes and offerings (29:3-5;16). This 

example prompted the people to freely give to God’s house (29: 6-9). God loves a 

cheerful giver.  

25. If God calls us for a work, he will empower us to do it (29:25). 

Conclusion 

 As Deuteronomy was written to be a “second law” for a new generation of people 

about to enter the Promised Land, so is 1 and 2 Chronicles a second historical testimony 

of 1 and 2 Kings. May we be careful to follow all of God’s laws and dedicate ourselves in 

doing His will. God had to later punish Israel for 70 years because they had disobeyed 

His laws. May we learn from these lessons that God is just and merciful. However, He 

will punish those whom He loves in order to bring them back to a right relationship with 

Him.  

 


