Words of the Prophets
Old Testament Major Prophets
Ezekiel
Introduction (Ryrie)
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e FEzekiel’s name means “God

e Ezekiel was of a priestly family and spent his early years in Jerusalem.

e Ezekiel was taken captive by Nebuchadnezzar to Babylon in 597 A.D. (second wave of
captivity).

e After Nebuchadnezzar’s captivity, Ezekiel lived in a village near

(southeast of Babylon) and prophesied to the captives in Babylon for about 22 years.
e Ezekiel told the captives the fate waiting those back in Jerusalem.

e Ezekiel prophesied, not only about Jerusalem’s ultimate destruction, but of
return.

* Ezekiel ministered to the exiles in Babylon; Jeremiah was ministering to the Jews
in ; and Daniel was ministering to the royal court in

Babylon.
* Chapters 1-24 were written before the fall of Jerusalem while chapters 33-48 contain
prophesies about the restoration of Israel during the

Millennial Kingdom.

Chapter 1
e [Ezekiel may have been old at the time of his commissioning
(1:1-3).
e Ezekiel saw four living beings with strange characteristics. (1:4-14).

= These four beings stood in a square, each with four faces, four wings (two that
touched each other and two that enveloped each being), and with hands
underneath their wings.

= Vs. 15-17 describes how the beings moved. The spirit of the living beings was in
the (vs. 21).

= Vs, 22 depicts a “platform™ over the living creatures heads.

* Upon the platform was the appearance of God in the incarnation of

* God was letting Ezekiel know God had not left Israel even though they were in a far and
distant land.

Chapters 2-3
* God commissioned Ezekiel in chapter 2:1-6.

* God commanded Ezekiel to His word.
= Ezekiel found God’s Word sweet (2:8-3:4).
= God told Ezekiel when to speak and when not to speak (3:27).




Chapters 4-5
e [Ezekiel acted out the coming of Jerusalem (4:1-3).

e God described the horrors that would befall those in Jerusalem (4:16-17).

= These horrors were also being prophesied by Jeremiah (Lamentations 2:20-21).
e God showed Ezekiel all of Jerusalem’s wickedness (5:6-7).
* Ezekiel 5:9-10 parallels Lamentations 4:10.

Chapters 6-7
* The remnant of Jews in Jerusalem would eventually lament over their wrongdoings (6:8-

10; 7:27).

Chapters 8-11
e [Ezekiel visited Jerusalem by way of a vision. God showed him how wicked the people

were and why His judgments were righteous (8:1-3).

Verses 8-13 reveal the corruption of those in Jerusalem.

= Ezekiel was shown the wickedness in the of the
Lord’s house (vs. 16-18).
e The Lord put a mark on the of those who sighed and

groaned over Israel’s wickedness.
= These righteous ones were preserved from judgment.

= This vision could be a foreshadowing of God’s protection upon the 144,000
during the Great Tribulation (Rev. 7:3-4).
Chapters 10 and 11 give a grievous account of God’s Spirit departing Israel.
= Ezekiel 10:18 tells of God’s Spirit the threshold of
the temple at the East Gate.
= Christ would have entered the Temple by the east gate had he been accepted as
Messiah. As a result, He was rejected and left through
the . (Matt. 21:12-17).
*  When Christ returns at the start of His Millennial reign, He will return by way of the East
Gate (Ezekiel chapter 43).
* Ezekiel 11:17-20 talks about the covenant with Christ during the
Millennial Reign (see Jer. 31:31-34).
» Ezekiel 11:22-23 tells of God’s spirit departing Jerusalem and resting on the
Mount of Olives.
e It was from the Mount of Olives that Jesus ascended into heaven, and it will be upon the
Mount of Olives Christ will return (Zechariah 14:4).
» The Spirit of God took Ezekiel back to Chaldea.
* Ezekiel told the exiles all the Lord had shown him (11:24-25).
Chapters 12-24-The Certainty and Causes of Judgment through Signs, Messages, and

Parables

e God told Ezekiel to prepare as though going into exile. Ezekiel

was instructed to dig a hole in the wall at night. He was to go through it with a covering
over his face. The covering was meant to blind his way (12:1-6)



= This act was a sign to the people they would be carried off into a far and distant
land.
= Ezekiel 12:12-13 explained what would happen to King
As prophesied, King Zedekiah was blinded and taken to Babylon (2 Kings 25:4-7).
God told the people His word would come to pass and all the events would happen in
their day (12:25).
= A similar statement was made by Jesus when He prophesied about the end times
(Mark 13:30).
Chapter 13 states false prophets and prophetesses were telling the people they would
experience (13:9-10).
= God gave a rebuke by saying there would be utter destruction.

= This is an interesting parallel of end time events before Christ returns to the earth
(1 Thessalonians 5:3).
Chapter 14-Even if Noah, Daniel (a contemporary), and Job were in their midst, God
would still Jerusalem.

God promised to restore Israel during the (16:60-63).
God showed his love for all creation (18:30-32).
Chapter 20 relates the different periods of rebellion throughout Israel’s history.

= Ezekiel 20:5-9 tell of Israel’s rebellion while in

= Ezekiel 20: 10-17 tell of Israel’s rebellion on the journey from Egypt to Kadesh-

barnea.
= Ezekiel 20:18-26 tell of Israel’s rebellion in the
= Ezekiel 20:27-29 tell of Israel’s rebellion when they came into the Promlsed

Land.
= Ezekiel 20:30-32 tell of Israel’s unfaithfulness during Ezekiel’s time.
Ezekiel 20:33-34 tell of Israel’s restoration (Matthew

25:32).
Ezekiel 21:10 is an interesting passage and may explain why Israel did not listen to
Ezekiel’s words.
= The people did not believe God would allow Israel to be destroyed.
= They did not understand the full meaning of Genesis 49:9-10.
Ezekiel 21:27 states a ruler would not rule in Israel again until the
reign (Genesis 49:10).

Ezekiel’s wife died (24:15-18).
= Ezekiel was forbidden to

= This was a sign Jerusalem would be taken from the people.
= The Israelites would have to mourn for Jerusalem silently as they would not be
allowed to mourn while in Babylon.



Chapters 25-32-Prophecies concerning the

Surrounding Nations
» Chapter 28 tells of Satan’s prior position and future

= 28:13-15-Satan’s original position
= 28:15-19-Satan’s fall and judgment
Chapters 33-39-Prophesies of Israel’s Restoration

e FEzekiel was commissioned to be a watchman for the house of Israel and to sound the
warning of Israel’s doom (33:7-8)

e Even after Israel’s deportation, the people still did not believe Ezekiel to be a true prophet
(33:30-33).

e At the end of the Tribulation period, Christ will return to earth and will separate the

from the -the righteous from the

wicked (34:16-17).
* Compare this with Matthew 25:32-33.
e Israel will be during the Millennium (34:21-31; 36:24-28).
= [srael will mourn over her unfaithfulness and will rebuild and inhabit her cities
(36:31, 33-35).
e God showed the physical and spiritual restoration of Israel in 37:1-14 (The Valley of Dry

Bones).

* God promised to restore both Israel and Judah during the Millennium (37:15-17, 21-22,
23-27).

* This restoration did not refer to the restoration of Israel in 1948 since Israel is not yet
walking in God’s ordinances and observing His ways (vs. 24).

e The great battle of will take place at the end of the
Tribulation Period.

= This battle will be so great it will take seven months to bury the corpses and Israel
will have fuel for seven years (39:9-15).

=  God will utterly destroy the armies of the (Ezekiel
39:1-6)
= Compare this with Matthew 24:27-28 and with Revelation 19:17-18.
= [t will take months for Israel to bury the dead
(39:12-17).

* God promised to protect Israel during the Millennial Period (39:25-29).
* Chapters 40-48-Prophecies concerning

Israel in the Millennial Kingdom
e God translated Ezekiel in a vision back to Jerusalem (chapter 40).
= God showed Ezekiel a vision of the Temple (chapters 40-41).



= Ezekiel saw the glory of the Lord to the temple (43:1-7)
after its departure in 10:18-19 and 11:22-25.
* The glory of the Lord will return at Christ’s Second Coming.

e Chapter 47 gives an account of the new Holy Land.
= A will flow from the Temple eastward into the Dead Sea.

= The water of the will be purified so fish may live in it.

= Trees will grow along the banks of this river.
e Ezekiel 47:13-20 give the boundaries of Israel during the Millennium.
* Though their living boundaries will be to the Jordan River and the Dead Sea, Israel will
control all the land from the Nile to the (Genesis
15:18).

o [Ezekiel 48 gives the division of the land among the tribes of Israel.

= Verses 31-34 give reference to three gates on each side of the city.

= Each gate will be named after a of Israel.
» It is interesting to note the name of Jerusalem during the Millennial Period-
“ ” (48:35)
Summary

¢ Even through punishment, God proved faithful to His people.
e God never left His people though they were in a far and distant land.
= Sometimes we may feel a spiritual

= Often fears and anxieties replace peace and trust.

= During difficult times we must:
= Trust God
=  Know God is with us and is giving us encouragement to stay strong
= Remain faithful and patient.

= God will fulfill all of His promises.

e Many mysteries will become clear during the Millennial Period.
=  Obscurity of God’s laws should never give room for

God’s promises.
* God has always and will always be in complete control of his creation.

Ultimately, God will receive all the glory.

The city of Jerusalem will be called “The Lord is there.”

This name represents the of Christ in our lives today.




