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Introduction 

 

 1 Samuel and 2 Samuel were combined as one book in the Hebrew Bible. Bible scholars 

feel that Samuel was the primary author of 1 Samuel. However, he could not have 

written beyond chapter 25 since his death is recorded in that chapter. 

 1 Samuel traces the lives of Samuel, King Saul, and David prior to his coronation. 

 1 and 2 Samuel portray God’s blessings to those who follow His laws and destruction to 

those who refuse to seek His forgiveness. 

 

1 Samuel 1-31 

Background 

 It is believed that Samuel wrote a good part of 1 Samuel. 1 Chronicles also indicates that 

Nathan and Gad wrote about the events recorded in Samuel. Samuel was the last judge in 

the 350-year span of the judges. 1 Samuel covers a period of about 115 years, from the 

childhood of Samuel to the beginning of King David’s reign.  

 Chapter 1 describes the birth of Samuel. Hannah, one of two wives of Elkanah, had 

promised her first child be dedicated to the Lord if she were given a son. Eli, the priest 

prophesied that she would have a son. Eli’s word came true and Hannah gave birth to a 

son and she named him Samuel.  

 After Samuel was weaned, Hannah gave the boy to the Lord. He was under Eli’s care in 

Shiloh. This was where the ark of the Lord resided.  

 Eli had not disciplined his sons in the way of the Lord. As a result, God killed them while 

in battle with the Philistines. During this battle, the ark of the Lord was taken by the 

Philistines.  

 1 Samuel 5 describes God’s curse on the Philistines due to the capture of the ark. The 

Lord caused the ark to be restored to Israel. God has incredible ways of taking care of His 

own. It is up to us to trust Him.  

 1 Samuel 8:4-7 describes how Israel wanted an earthly king. God stated in verse 7 that it 

was not Samuel being rejected but God.  



 Samuel told the people what would take place if they had a king (8:11-18). God had 

already stated the guidelines for a king in Deuteronomy 12:14-15. How relevant are the 

words of vs. 19-20 for today? 

Saul Becomes King 

 Samuel wrote the duties of the king and undoubtedly what was prescribed in 

Deuteronomy 17:14-20. 

 1 Samuel 13:8-9 describes Saul’s disobedience to Samuel’s instructions. When asked 

why he had disobeyed, Saul gives excuses rather than being repentant (vs. 11). Samuel 

prophesies that the kingdom would be taken from Saul and would be given to a “man 

after the Lord’s own heart” (vs. 13-14). David would be this man and would be a man 

who repented after his sins.  

 1 Samuel 14:6 gives us insight to the character of Jonathan, Saul’s son.  

 Saul disobeyed Samuel’s order to destroy Amalek and all within the land.  When 

confronted by Samuel, Saul gave excuses (15:19-21).  

 Samuel 15:22-23 gives good counsel for today.  Verses 24-25 do not indicate that Saul 

had a repentant heart. Samuel and Saul parted ways, never to see each other again.   

 

1 Samuel 16-31 

 

1 Samuel 16-David’s Rise to Power  

 Samuel prophesied that the kingdom would depart from Saul and would be given to 

another. Samuel loved Saul and grieved for him (1 Samuel 16:1). It is interesting to note 

the similarities of Joshua 1:1-2 and 1 Samuel 16:1). God has a plan for our lives and He 

does not want us dwelling and living in and for past experiences. 

 God sent Samuel to anoint David as King. Samuel did not know at this time that David 

was to be the anointed one but was aware that one of Jesse’s sons would be selected. 

After seeing Jesse’s first, Samuel was sure that God had chosen him since he had a fine 

outward appearance.  God instructed Samuel that it was not the outward appearances of 

a person but one’s heart that pleased Him. (See Luke 16:15). 

 After Samuel anointed David, the spirit of the Lord came mightily upon him (1 Samuel 

16:13). This was to be the first of three anointings. David was anointed a second time as 

king over Judah (2 Sam. 2:4) and a third anointing as king over all Israel (2 Sam. 5:3). 

 The Spirit of the Lord had departed from Saul and an evil spirit from the Lord terrorized 

him (1 Sam. 16:14). As David would play his harp, the evil spirit would depart from Saul. 

God was orchestrating these events to bring David into the presence of Saul.  

 

1 Samuel 17-David Defeats Goliath 

 As David approached Goliath, God’s spirit gave him incredible strength to meet the 

giant. 1 Sam 17:45-47 demonstrates the personality of God. It is an amazing sight to see 

what God will do with an individual who puts their trust in His promises and who refuses 

to look at circumstances.  

 It is interesting how the events in David’s life unfolded before him. David did not have to 

orchestrate any of these events. How often do we try to make events happen or make 

blessings come our way? Allow God to work in His time and in His way. Do not rush 

God-be patient and trust. This, at times, can be very hard to do especially when we do not 

see evidence of God working in our life.  



 

1 Samuel 18- 

 God continued to prosper David and blessed Him in the sight of the people (1 Samuel 

18:5). The women sang, “Saul has slain his thousands, and David his ten thousands”. 

Saul became very jealous over David and sought to put him to death (1 Sam. 18:12). 

 1 Sam. 21:2 reveals the consequences of David’s lie which cost the lives of 85 priests and 

all the inhabitants of Nob which was a city of priests. Ahimelech, the priest, gave David 

the bread from the table within the holy place. This incident is referenced in Matt. 12:3-4. 

 David’s family and all those who were in debt or in trouble joined David at the cave of 

Adullam. David took his father and mother to stay in Moab. Remember David had family 

ties with the Moabites (Ruth 1:4 and 4:21-22). 

 In 1 Samuel 24 and 26, David spares Saul’s life two different times. Though it looked as 

if God had delivered Saul into David’s hand, David knew that it would not be right to 

harm Saul since he was God’s anointed. Even in the midst of a life threatening situation, 

David was determined to do what was right before God. 

 The Philistines had come up to fight against Israel and Saul was fearful of the outcome. 1 

Sam. 28:6 states that the Lord would not answer Saul. It is interesting to note the 

hardness of Saul’s heart. We never see a true repentance on the part of Saul. Saul seeks 

out a medium (fortune teller) to inquire about the Philistine battle. This was in direct 

violation of the law.  

 God used the medium to announce to Saul that the kingdom would be taken from Saul 

and that both he and his son, Jonathan, would be killed in battle. Again, Saul showed no 

remorse after Samuel spoke to Saul (1 Sam. 28:17-20). God is not condoning spiritualism 

but used this incident for His purpose. 

 

Summary 

Samuel’s words, “…To obey is better than sacrifice,” can be an admonition to all people for all 

time. God gave us His laws for our good. His laws were meant for blessing not for punishment. 

Though we have sinful hearts and will transgress, it becomes imperative that we confess our sins 

and purpose within our hearts to follow and obey God’s laws. How often do we cover up and 

justify our actions by doing self-righteous acts? God is seeking a repentant heart and is more than 

willing to bless anyone who turns to Him for grace and forgiveness. 

 

A very sad ending takes place as Saul and his three sons were slain on Mount Gilboa. This tragic 

event should never have happened. Saul’s hardness of heart and his arrogant pride drove him 

away from God’s mercy and forgiveness. 


