
Lesson One

God’s Perfect 
Timing

[*]

*



A Higher Calling
Book Outline

• Part 1-Search and 
Rescue Adventure Stories

• Part 2-Wilderness Safety

• Part 3-A Spiritual Wrap-
Up



Newspaper 

article that 

Marvin showed 

me in August 

1995

History of my 

involvement 

with the West 

Valley Search 

and Rescue 

Team



History of the West Valley Search and 
Rescue Team

• Originally, sheriff deputies 
responded to all search 
and rescue operations.

• 1985-due to a Supreme 
Court case involving 
deputy overtime, the San 
Bernardino County 
Sheriff’s Department 
decided to make an all-
volunteer team consisting 
of reserve deputies.

Photo by Chris Brookhart





The Last Shall Be 
First

• Chapter 3 Pg. 43

The Magnificent 
Seven

• Chapter 4 Pg. 49

Rescue Stories 

Part 1



The Last Shall Be First
Chapter 3, Page 43

Matthew 19:27-30 [*]



Chapter 3-The 
Last Shall Be 
First
Body Recoveries 
in Mount Baldy

https://cdn.mos.cms.futurecdn.net/rWgFpsuxM4YCzyG2NB

4rs7.jpg

Mt Baldy Mt 

Harwood

Mt Baldy Bowl



Daily bulletin/Inland Valley. Tuesday, March 23, 1999. 

Photo by Chris Urso. Used by permission

In the early years 

of our team, we 

had a lot of 

airplane crashes 

in our local 

mountains.



The Daily Report, Ontario, CA. Photo by Kathy Frey. Used by 

Permission



• In the 1980’s, 

we used 

aviation’s Bell 

helicopters.

• They often 

took off the 

back doors 

and took out 

the seats to 

make room 

for the litter.
• The Daily Report, Ontario, CA, 

January 22, 1985. Photo by 

Alexander kGailardo. Used by 

Permission.

No back 

doors and no 

seats



https://global.otphiker.com/aerialphotomaps/Icehouse

Saddle.jpg

First 

Helicopter 

Ride



My Pride and Joy
1977 Chevy Blazer



The Last Shall Be First

The Daily report, Ontario, CA. Thursday, January 22, 1987. 

Photo by alexander Gailardo. Used by permission.



The Magnificent 
Seven

Psalm 73:26 [*]



• We performed 

many 

nighttime 

searches and 

rescues

• The most 

difficult took 

place during 

wind and 

snowstorms.

Northeast 

side of Mt. 

Baldy



https://elementalquests.com/hikes/san-gabriel-

mountains/mt-baldy-ski-hut-devils-backbone/

Baldy Bowl

San Antonio 

Falls



https://images.world-of-

waterfalls.com/San_Antonio_Falls_079_05082020.jpg





https://ak.picdn.net/offset/photos/5568b06372375f2a29e5166d/large_w/off

set_226846.jpg



https://www.outdoorproject.com/sites/default/files/styles/cboxshow/public/1470

936689/img_0633.jpg?itok=Pv8emMWz



Tent tearing 

apart

Photo by Chris Brookhart. Used 

by permission

• We had a 

hard time 

navigating 

due to the 

darkness 

and the 

snowfall. 

• Notice the 

ice buildup 

on my ice 

axe.



Tying a sit 

harness to 

one of the 

subjects.

Photo by Chris Brookhart. Used by 

permission. 



This little dog 

kept our 

spirits up. He 

enjoyed the 

whole hike 

down the 

mountain.



• We were 

on the 

northeast 

side of the 

Baldy 

summit.

Trail



Devil’s Backbone

https://elementalquests.com/hikes/san-gabriel-mountains/mt-baldy-ski-hut-

devils-backbone/



https://www.bhphotovideo.com/im

ages/images2500x2500/garmin_0

10_02258_10_gpsmap_64sx_han

dheld_gps_1485089.jpg

• GPS units 

were new at 

the time.

• One of our 

members had 

just received 

one as a gift.

• Batteries 

froze.



Devil’s Backbone

https://elementalquests.com/hikes/san-gabriel-mountains/mt-baldy-ski-hut-

devils-backbone/



https://skitheworld.com/2020/04/mt-baldy-resort-

reopened-today/



• The seven of us 
received the 
Medal of Valor 
from Sheriff Gary 
Penrod.



Wilderness Safety-Part 2

Chapter 37-Preparing for 
Mountain adventures. 

Psalms 4:8 [*]



Listen to your Gut
If it feels wrong-it probably is

https://www.dreamstime.com/cart

oon-gut-bacteria-digestive-

probiotic-flora-fun-gut-bacteria-

cartoon-mascot-being-shown-

magnifying-glass-could-be-result-

image146444620

Most all searches 

and rescues could 

have been 

prevented



https://wallpaperaccess.com/full/1986739.jpg
https://thumbs.dreamstime.com/z/group-sportive-fit-people-working-out-

gym-multiracial-friends-exercising-together-fitness-club-group-fit-

people-257549294.jpg

Physical Fitness



https://emi.parkview.com/media/Image/Dashboard_952_The-many-health-benefits-of-

regular-exercise_11_20.jpg

https://home2stay.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/Walking-Best-Exercise.jpg



Mountain 
Awareness

Pgs. 244-245



The Ten 
Essentials

https://www.adirondackal

manack.com/wp-

content/uploads/2019/08/

10-hiking-essentials.png



Chapter 37
Give Someone 

Your Hiking 
Itinerary

Pgs. 246-247

https://www.wta.org/go-outside/new-to-
hiking/hiking-101-1/hikeitinerarynew.jpg



https://trailtopeak.com/2016/10/10/hiking-register-ridge-to-

the-summit-of-mt-harwood-and-mt-baldy/



A Spiritual Wrap-Up 
Part 3

• God Has Given Us A 
Wonderful Life-Chapter 40-
Pgs. 269 John 10:10 [*]



• The Bible 

teaches us how 

to live a 

wonderful life.

• God gave us the 

gift of life and 

intends for us to 

enjoy it.



• The Bible clearly 
explains how to live 
with God. John 3:16 [*]

• Everyone has what I 
call God’s DNA 
planted within them.

• All people have an 
awareness of God. 
We all have a 
conscience, which is 
part of God’s DNA.

https://static.vecteezy.com/system/resources/previews/027/819/641/large_2x/open-

bible-with-sunlights-free-photo.jpg



• Unfortunately, many 
people refuse to 
recognize God, and 
they want to suppress 
the truth about Him. 
Romans 1:18-20 [*]

• Their heart makes them 
aware of God, but their 
mind tells them 
differently.

• Following God’s rules 
can bring joy, 
forgiveness, and peace.

https://static.vecteezy.com/system/resources/previews/027/819/641/large_2x/open-

bible-with-sunlights-free-photo.jpg



Taking A 
Wrong Turn

Pages 270-
271



• God places caution and 
warning signs along our 
path. Psalms 119:11 [*]



Hike With 
Charged 
Batteries
Pages 271-
273



• Some of us go through 
life with partially charged 
spiritual batteries.

• We think a once-a-week 
or a once-a-month 
reading of God’s word, or 
occasionally attending 
church, will keep these 
batteries strong.



• Keeping God’s word alive 
in our hearts and 
fellowshipping with other 
believers will help keep 
our spiritual batteries 
charged. Hebrews 10:25 
[*]



Dangers Of 
Hiking Alone



• We always tell hikers 
never to hike alone. 

• Even the most 
experienced hikers 
can find themselves 
in a catastrophic 
situation. 



• Forming Christian 
friendships can 
correlate to not hiking 
alone. Ecclesiastes 
4:12 [*]



The Weakest Link
Chapter 41 Pg. 275

• Ephesians 6:10 [*]

• Our Christian brothers 
and sisters prove helpful 
as part of God’s recue 
team. 

• We must work together in 
one fluid motion to carry 
out God’s work.



• If a member weakens, 
the others can 
strengthen them.

• Prepare yourself 
spiritually, go forth, 
and strengthen those 
weak links. Isaiah 6:8 
[*]



Summary

• God’s timing is perfect in all situations. When we ask God 
for guidance, study His Word, listen to His voice, 
fellowship with other believers, and seek their advice, 
then how can we go wrong?

• Even when we take a wrong turn, hike through life with 
uncharged batteries, or make unwise decisions on our 
own, we can always know that God has not left us but is 
following us each step of the way.

• When we turn to God and ask for His help, He has a 
magnificent way of turning all things out for good. 

• Romans 8:28 [*] End---



Matthew 19:27-30

27 Then Peter said to Him, “Behold, we have left everything 

and followed You; what then will there be for us?” 28 And 

Jesus said to them, “Truly I say to you, that you who have 

followed Me, in the regeneration when the Son of Man will 

sit on His glorious throne, you also shall sit upon twelve 

thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.

Over---



29 And everyone who has left houses or brothers or 

sisters or father or mother or children or farms for My 

name’s sake, will receive many times as much, and will 

inherit eternal life. 30 But many who are first will be last; 

and the last, first. [*]



Psalm 73:26

26 My flesh and my heart may fail,

But God is the strength of my heart and my portion 
forever. [*]



Psalms 4:8

8 In peace I will both lie down and sleep,

For You alone, O Lord, make me to dwell in safety. 
[*]



Romans 8:28

28 And we know that God causes all things to work together 
for good to those who love God, to those who are called 
according to His purpose. [*]



John 10:10

10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I 
came that they may have life, and have it abundantly. [*]



Ephesians 6:10

10 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of His 
might. [*]



John 3:16

16 “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only 
begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not 
perish, but have eternal life. [*]



Romans 1:18-20

18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven 
against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men 
who suppress the truth in unrighteousness, 19 because 
that which is known about God is evident within them; 
for God made it evident to them. 20 For since the 
creation of the world His invisible attributes, His eternal 
power and divine nature, have been clearly seen, being 
understood through what has been made, so that they 
are without excuse. [*]



Psalms 119:11

11 Your word I have treasured in my heart,

That I may not sin against You. [*]



Hebrews 10:25

25 …not forsaking our own assembling together, as 
is the habit of some, but encouraging one another; 
and all the more as you see the day drawing near. [*]



Ecclesiastes 4:12

12 And if one can overpower him 
who is alone, two can resist him. 
A cord of three strands is not 
quickly torn apart. [*]



Isaiah 6:8

8 Then I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, “Whom 
shall I send, and who will go for Us?” Then I said, “Here 
am I. Send me!” [*]



Holy Forever

A thousand generations falling down in 
worship
To sing the song of ages to the Lamb
And all who've gone before us and all 
who will believe

Will sing the song of ages to the Lamb

https://r.search.yahoo.com/_ylt=Awrjc3pPw.FmyfkHJPSjzbkF;_ylu=c2VjA2ZwLWF0dHJpYgRzbGsDcnVybA--/RV=2/RE=1726100431/RO=11/RU=https%3a%2f%2fstock.adobe.com%2fuk%2fimages%2fjesus-appeared-bright-in-the-

sky-and-christian-cross-with-soft-fluffy-clouds-white-and-beautiful-with-the-light-shining-as-hope-love-and-freedom-in-the-sky-background%2f301672931/RK=2/RS=A98aNL.jrlbbddVBo3RcVJ0dX7k-

Holy Forever



Your name is the highest

Your name is the greatest

Your name stands above them all

All thrones and dominions

All powers and positions

Your name stands above them all

https://r.search.yahoo.com/_ylt=Awrjc3pPw.FmyfkHJPSjzbkF;_ylu=c2VjA2ZwLWF0dHJpYgRzbGsDcnVybA--/RV=2/RE=1726100431/RO=11/RU=https%3a%2f%2fstock.adobe.com%2fuk%2fimages%2fjesus-appeared-bright-in-

the-sky-and-christian-cross-with-soft-fluffy-clouds-white-and-beautiful-with-the-light-shining-as-hope-love-and-freedom-in-the-sky-background%2f301672931/RK=2/RS=A98aNL.jrlbbddVBo3RcVJ0dX7k-



And the angels cry, Holy

All creation cries, Holy

You are lifted high, Holy

Holy forever

https://r.search.yahoo.com/_ylt=Awrjc3pPw.FmyfkHJPSjzbkF;_ylu=c2VjA2ZwLWF0dHJpYgRzbGsDcnVybA--/RV=2/RE=1726100431/RO=11/RU=https%3a%2f%2fstock.adobe.com%2fuk%2fimages%2fjesus-appeared-bright-in-

the-sky-and-christian-cross-with-soft-fluffy-clouds-white-and-beautiful-with-the-light-shining-as-hope-love-and-freedom-in-the-sky-background%2f301672931/RK=2/RS=A98aNL.jrlbbddVBo3RcVJ0dX7k-



If you've been forgiven and if you've 

been redeemed

Sing the song forever to the Lamb

If you walk in freedom and if you bear 

His name

Sing the song forever to the Lamb

We'll sing the song forever and amen

https://r.search.yahoo.com/_ylt=Awrjc3pPw.FmyfkHJPSjzbkF;_ylu=c2VjA2ZwLWF0dHJpYgRzbGsDcnVybA--/RV=2/RE=1726100431/RO=11/RU=https%3a%2f%2fstock.adobe.com%2fuk%2fimages%2fjesus-appeared-bright-in-

the-sky-and-christian-cross-with-soft-fluffy-clouds-white-and-beautiful-with-the-light-shining-as-hope-love-and-freedom-in-the-sky-background%2f301672931/RK=2/RS=A98aNL.jrlbbddVBo3RcVJ0dX7k-



And the angels cry, Holy

All creation cries, Holy

You are lifted high, Holy

Holy forever

Hear your people sing, Holy

To the King of Kings, Holy

You will always be, Holy

Holy forever
https://r.search.yahoo.com/_ylt=Awrjc3pPw.FmyfkHJPSjzbkF;_ylu=c2VjA2ZwLWF0dHJpYgRzbGsDcnVybA--/RV=2/RE=1726100431/RO=11/RU=https%3a%2f%2fstock.adobe.com%2fuk%2fimages%2fjesus-appeared-bright-in-

the-sky-and-christian-cross-with-soft-fluffy-clouds-white-and-beautiful-with-the-light-shining-as-hope-love-and-freedom-in-the-sky-background%2f301672931/RK=2/RS=A98aNL.jrlbbddVBo3RcVJ0dX7k-



Your name is the highest

Your name is the greatest

Your name stands above them all

All thrones and dominions

All powers and positions

Your name stands above them all

https://r.search.yahoo.com/_ylt=Awrjc3pPw.FmyfkHJPSjzbkF;_ylu=c2VjA2ZwLWF0dHJpYgRzbGsDcnVybA--/RV=2/RE=1726100431/RO=11/RU=https%3a%2f%2fstock.adobe.com%2fuk%2fimages%2fjesus-appeared-bright-in-

the-sky-and-christian-cross-with-soft-fluffy-clouds-white-and-beautiful-with-the-light-shining-as-hope-love-and-freedom-in-the-sky-background%2f301672931/RK=2/RS=A98aNL.jrlbbddVBo3RcVJ0dX7k-



Your name is the highest
Your name is the greatest
Your name stands above them all
All thrones and dominions
All powers and positions

Your name stands above them all

https://r.search.yahoo.com/_ylt=Awrjc3pPw.FmyfkHJPSjzbkF;_ylu=c2VjA2ZwLWF0dHJpYgRzbGsDcnVybA--/RV=2/RE=1726100431/RO=11/RU=https%3a%2f%2fstock.adobe.com%2fuk%2fimages%2fjesus-appeared-bright-in-

the-sky-and-christian-cross-with-soft-fluffy-clouds-white-and-beautiful-with-the-light-shining-as-hope-love-and-freedom-in-the-sky-background%2f301672931/RK=2/RS=A98aNL.jrlbbddVBo3RcVJ0dX7k-



And the angels cry, Holy

All creation cries, Holy

You are lifted high, Holy

Holy forever

https://r.search.yahoo.com/_ylt=Awrjc3pPw.FmyfkHJPSjzbkF;_ylu=c2VjA2ZwLWF0dHJpYgRzbGsDcnVybA--/RV=2/RE=1726100431/RO=11/RU=https%3a%2f%2fstock.adobe.com%2fuk%2fimages%2fjesus-appeared-bright-in-

the-sky-and-christian-cross-with-soft-fluffy-clouds-white-and-beautiful-with-the-light-shining-as-hope-love-and-freedom-in-the-sky-background%2f301672931/RK=2/RS=A98aNL.jrlbbddVBo3RcVJ0dX7k-



Hear your people sing, Holy

To the King of Kings, Holy

You will always be, Holy

Holy forever

You will always be, Holy

Holy forever
End---

Words and music by Brian Johnson | Chris Tomlin | Jason Ingram | Jenn Johnson | Phil Wickham ©2022 Brian and Jenn Publishing 
(Admin. by Bethel Music Publishing) Capitol CMG Paragon (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) S. D. G. Publishing (Admin. by Capitol 
CMG Publishing) Bethel Music Publishing. Hillside CCLI: 133811.

https://r.search.yahoo.com/_ylt=Awrjc3pPw.FmyfkHJPSjzbkF;_ylu=c2VjA2ZwLWF0dHJpYgRzbGsDcnVybA--/RV=2/RE=1726100431/RO=11/RU=https%3a%2f%2fstock.adobe.com%2fuk%2fimages%2fjesus-appeared-bright-in-

the-sky-and-christian-cross-with-soft-fluffy-clouds-white-and-beautiful-with-the-light-shining-as-hope-love-and-freedom-in-the-sky-background%2f301672931/RK=2/RS=A98aNL.jrlbbddVBo3RcVJ0dX7k-



THE GOODNESS OF GOD 

I love You, Lord

For Your mercy never fails me

All my days, I've been held in Your hands

From the moment that I wake up

Until I lay my head

Oh, I will sing of the goodness of God

https://www.vecteezy.com/photo/13951373-awesome-nature-landscape-beautiful-scene-with-high-tatra-mountain-peaks-stones-

in-mountain-lake-calm-lake-water-reflection-colorful-sunset-sky-amazing-nature-background-autumn-adventure-hiking



And all my life You have been faithful

And all my life You have been so, so good

With every breath that I am able

Oh, I will sing of the goodness of God



I love Your voice

You have led me through the fire

In the darkest night

You are close like no other

I've known You as a Father

I've known You as a Friend

And I have lived in the goodness of God



And all my life You have been faithful

And all my life You have been so, so good

With every breath that I am able

Oh, I will sing of the goodness of God



'Cause Your goodness is running after

It's running after me

Your goodness is running after

It's running after me

With my life laid down 

I'm surrendered now

I give You everything

'Cause Your goodness is running after

It's running after me



'Cause Your goodness is running after

It's running after me

Your goodness is running after

It's running after me

With my life laid down 

I'm surrendered now

I give You everything

'Cause Your goodness is running after

It's running after me



And all my life You have been faithful

And all my life You have been so, so good

With every breath that I am able

Oh, I will sing of the goodness of God 



And all my life You have been faithful

And all my life You have been so, so good

With every breath that I am able

Oh, I will sing of the goodness of God 

Oh, I will sing of the goodness of God

The Goodness of God

(Jason Ingram / Brian Johnson / Ed Cash / Ben Fielding / Jenn Johnson)

© 2021 Capitol CMG Paragon, Bethel Music Publishing, Shout! Music Publishing Australia

Hillside CCLI# 133811

[*]



*

Available on 

all streaming 

devices
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