Lesson 1
15t Samuel Chapters 1-3

Samuel Called to Ministry
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Background of 1%t Samuel

e While 1%t and 2" Samuel are attributed to

, Israel’s last judge, it is

likely that he only wrote the first part of the book since his death is recorded in 1% Samuel

chapter 25.

e Itis possible that Nathan and Gad wrote the remaining parts of the Samuels since 1%
Chronicles 29:29 indicates that they were both authors and they chronicled the events of

King David.



e After Moses died, about 1405 B.C., was called upon to lead the
Children of Israel into the Promised Land.

e Joshua was around 90 years old when he conquered the heathen tribes of Canaan. Joshua led
the Israelites from 1405-1385 B.C.

e From 1375-1025 B.C. (350 years), God provided Judges to Israel for

and leadership. Israel was a loose

confederacy with no earthly king.

e Saul was anointed Israel’s first king who instituted Israel’s monarchial reign.

e The time of the Judges brought Gods mercy and favor upon Israel. However, when the
Israelites disobeyed the law, oppression and death fell upon them.

e The book of 1%t Samuel chronicles the lives of: Samuel, King Saul, Jonathan, and the early
years of David.

Chapter 1-The Birth of Samuel

Vs. 1-8-Background of Elkanah, Hannah, and Peninnah

e A man by the name of had two wives, Hannah and Peninnah. He
lived in the city of Ramabh in the hill country of Ephraim. Ephraim was five miles North of
Jerusalem. Elkanah was a Levite by birth.

e Peninnah could have children, however, could not have children.

e Three times a year, a male Israelite was required to appear at the tabernacle for three
festivals: Unleavened Bread, Pentecost, and Booths (Exodus 23:14-17).

e Since the tabernacle was located at , Elkanah was required to
attend. Recent archaeology has confirmed a large amount of bones at the ancient cite of
Shiloh. This appears to confirm that Shiloh was the site of the tabernacle.

e Peninnah would provoke Hannah for not having children. As a result, Elkanah gave double
portions of the sacrifice to Hannah for he loved her more than he did Peninnah.

e Hannah was so distraught during her last pilgrimage that she refused to eat. In trying to
comfort Hannah, Elkanah asked her if he was not better than sons? (He
didn’t really get the problem).

Vs. 9-18-Hannah Petitions the Lord for a Son

e While Eli, the priest, was sitting on the seat by the doorpost of the temple (tabernacle), he
observed Hannah praying and weeping. Hannah vowed that if the Lord of hosts would give
her a child, she would give the child back to the lord all the days of his life. She also vowed
that he would become a . A Nazirite was a person specifically
dedicated to the Lord. One of the requirements of a Nazirite was that they would never cut
their hair (Samson was a Nazirite).

e Since only Hannah’s lips were moving and no audible words were being spoken, Eli mistook
her to be drunk and rebuked her.

e After explaining Hannah’s intent in petitioning the Lord, Eli blessed her and said, “Go in
peace; and may the God of Israel grant your petition that you have asked of Him.” Hanna
went home no longer sad for she Eli’s words.




Vs. 19-28-Hannah has a Son

As time passed, Hannah had a son which she named . Samuel means
“name of God.” His name served as a continual reminder of God’s mercy toward those who
call upon the Lord.

Hannah decided not to attend the next mandated feast but told Elkanah that she would go
after the child was weaned.

Both Hannah and Elkanah were determined to keep the Hannah had
made to the Lord. It is interesting to note that Elkanah was agreeable to this vow and was
subject to Elkanah’s wishes.

After Samuel was weaned, Hannah brought the child to Eli and dedicated him to the Lord.
This dedication meant that Samuel would live his life as the Lord’s servant and would grow
up under the guidance of Eli-the priest.

Chapter 2-Samuel’s Ministry at Shiloh

Vs.

Vs.

1-10-Hannah’s Song to the Lord

After dedicating Samuel to the Lord and giving him to Eli, Hannah sang a praise song to
God. Some of the phrases included:

“My heart in the Lord”

“I rejoice in Your salvation”

“The feeble gird on strength”

“Those who were hungry cease to hunger”

“Not by shall a man prevail”
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11-36-God Judges Eli

The sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, were very men. Itis
translated that they were “sons of Belial” or wicked men. The phrase was used in 2
Corinthians 6:15 as a name for Satan.

Eli’s sons would steal from the offerings and would take for themselves extra portions of the
sacrifice. The sons had sexual relations with the women who came to the tabernacle.

Each year when Hannah came for the yearly sacrifice, she would bring Samuel a little hand-

made robe. Because of the Lord’s favor, He blessed Hannah with more
sons and daughters (this would be a great time to give a lesson on tithing-
lol).

Samuel stayed at the tabernacle and grew before the Lord.

Because Eli did not stop his sons from defiling the Lord’s sacrifices, the Lord pronounced a
harsh punishment upon both he and his sons.

The Lord told Eli that his sons would die, the tabernacle would be captured, and that Eli’s
priestly line would . Eli’s line ended with the transfer of the priesthood to the
family of Zadok. This took place during Solomon’s reign (1 Kings 2:26-27, 35).

Chapter 3-God Calls Samuel to Service

Vs.

1-15-Samuel Hears God’s Voice

Samuel grew and was ministering before the Lord.

The word from the Lord and visions were during the days of Eli.
This indicated that sin was prevalent in Israel.




Vs 2 indicates that Eli was lying down some time before the lamp of God had gone out. This
lampstand stood in the Holy place and was filled with oil at twilight and was kept burning

un

til morning. Apparently, this incident would have taken place sometime just before dawn.

It was during these hours that God spoke to Samuel.
It is interesting to note where Samuel slept. He apparently was sleeping in the

when God called him.
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God called to Samuel three times. Thinking it was Eli, Samuel went to him and inquired
why he was summoned.

By the third time, Eli realized that God was speaking to Samuel. Eli told Samuel the next
time he heard the voice to reply, “ , Lord, for Your servant
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God told Samuel that judgment was about to fall upon the House of Eli because of the
iniquity of his sons and because of Eli’s disobedience by not stopping his sons from
sinning.

. 16-21-Samuel Tells Eli About the Prophecy

When the morning hours came, Eli asked Samuel what the Lord had spoken.

Eli recognized that the word was from the Lord and he it.
Samuel continued to grow and the Lord was with him.

The Lord would speak through Samuel and all his words would come to pass. As a result,
all Israel knew that Samuel was confirmed as a prophet of the Lord.
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Summary

Psalm 103:8 states, “The Lord is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger and abounding
in lovingkindness” (NAS). God is very loving and understands our weaknesses, sins,

and anxieties. He never intends to punish us for our failures but responds quickly when we
turn to him. It is because of willful disobedience and intended rejection that God’s
punishment is administered. God is not to be feared but is a refuge and a place of great
comfort to those in need. God intends for us to prosper and not to perish.



