
Lesson 3 

1 Samuel 7-9 

 

Samuel’s Ministry and Israel’s Desire for a King 

 
Chapter 7-Samuel’s Ministry 

Vs. 1-2-Israel Turns to God 

• After 20 Years, Israel finally turned to God. 

• The men of Kiriath-jearim took the Ark of the Lord and brought it into the house of 

Abinadab. They consecrated____________________, Abinadab’s son, to keep the Ark. 

• Apparently, Abinadab was a Levite and Kiriath-jearim was a Levitical city.  
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Vs. 3-6-Samuel Admonishes Israel 

• Samuel told the people of Israel to remove all the foreign gods and 

the_____________________. Samuel also told them to follow the Lord with all their 

heart. 

• Samuel stated that God would deliver Israel from the Philistines if they would serve the 

Lord.  

• The Israelites had fallen into__________________. The Ashtaroth was the Canaanite 

fertility goddess and the female counterpart to Baal, the Canaanite God. 

Aphek 

Ebenezer 

 

Mizpah 
 



• Moses had warned the Israelites what would happen if they did not follow God. 

(Deuteronomy 30:17-20). 

• Moses gave Deuteronomy 30:1-5 as a promise if Israel would return to God after 

rebelling. This prophecy was specifically related to 

Christ’s________________________; however, it shows the forgiveness that God offers 

to those with a repentant heart. 

• Samuel gathered all the people at Mizpah and prayed for them. 

 

 

 

 
 

Vs. 7-17-The Philistines Attack Israel 

• When the Philistines heard that Israel had gathered at Mizpah, they decided to attack. 

• The Israelites were terrified and cried out to Samuel for the Lord to save them. The 

Israelites finally recognized that they were powerless in their own strength or in the 

strength of__________________________. 

• As Samuel was offering up a burnt offering, scripture states that the Lord thundered with 

a great thunder and confused the Philistines. As a result, the Israelites defeated the 

Philistine army. 

• In remembrance of the victory, Samuel took a stone and set it between Mizpah and Shen 

and named it ________________________saying, “Thus far the Lord has helped us.” 

• The hand of the Lord was against the Philistines all the days of Samuel and the Israelites 

regained the captured cities from Ekron to Gath. The Israelites experienced a peace 

within the Amorite territory (the Amorites was a general name for the original inhabitants 

of Canaan). 

• Samuel returned to his home in ___________________and continued to judge Israel. 

 

Mizpah 



Chapter 8-Israel Asks for a King 

Vs. 1-8-Israel Asks for a King 

• As Samuel grew older, he appointed his sons as judges over Israel. His sons, Joel and 

Abijah judged in Beersheba. 

• Unfortunately, Joel and Abijah ___________________follow God’s laws. They were 

dishonest, took bribes, and perverted justice. 

• Because of their behavior, the elders of Israel came to Samuel and asked for a King. 

• Moses had predicted Israel’s failure to serve God (Deuteronomy 31:16, 20, 29). God was 

to be their king but Israel had turned away from Him and was now seeking an earthly 

king. 

• This request displeased Samuel and he prayed to the Lord. The Lord told Samuel to listen 

to the voice of the people and to give them a king. The Lord assured Samuel that they 

were not rejecting him but were rejecting_________________. 

 

Vs. 9-22-Samuel Warns Israel What a King Would be Like 

• Samuel warned that a king would: 

o Take their _____________for war 

o Establish-commanders of thousands and of fifties 

o Force some to do the King’s plowing and reaping 

o Make weapons of war 

o Take their ____________________for perfumers, perfumers, cooks, and bakers 

o Take the best of their fields, vineyards, olive groves 

o Take a tenth of their seed and of their vineyards 

o Take the best male and female servants  

o Take a tenth of their donkeys and flocks 

• Samuel warned that they would cry out for help but the Lord ______________________ 

hear their voice. 

• The Israelites refused to listen the Samuel’s words. They wanted a king like the other 

nations. They wanted a king to judge them and to go out to battle with them. 

• Samuel took the peoples’ words to the Lord and the Lord told Samuel to grant them their 

wish for a king. 

• Samuel dismissed the men of Israel and told them to go home. 

 

Chapter 9-Saul Chosen as King 

Vs. 1-14-God Prepares Saul to be King 

• __________________was born in the land of Benjamin to a man named Kish. Kish had 

great wealth and was known as a man of mighty valor. 

• Saul was taller and more handsome than any man in Israel. 

• Kish’s donkeys went missing and he asked Saul to take one of his servants and look for 

them. 



 
• After searching for a long time, Saul suggested they return home since his father would 

be worried about them. 

• The servant suggested they seek ____________________ advice since they were in the 

land of Zuph (a region in the hill country of Ephraim) and Samuel happened to be in the 

city.  

• Since they did not have a food offering to bring Samuel, the servant offered to give a 

fourth of a silver shekel. 

• Saul and his servant met some women of the city and asked where they might find 

Samuel. As it happened, Samuel had come to the city since a sacrifice was being offered 

in the high place. Typically, sacrifices were offered on ___________________since it 

was easier for the people to see what was happening. 

• As Saul and his servant entered the city, they met Samuel coming out to the place of 

sacrifice. 

• The day prior, the Lord had revealed to Samuel that he would encounter Saul and that he 

should anoint Saul as ___________________over the people. 

• The Lord told Samuel that He had heard the people’s cry against the Philistines (The 

Lord is merciful and gracious even when we disobey Him).  

• Before Saul could explain about the donkeys, Samuel told Saul that he would eat with 

him and that the donkeys had already been found. Samuel also told Saul that his family 

would be the focus of Israel’s hopes. 

• Saul was aghast at these words for he came from the ____________________tribe (see 

map). 

• During the dinner, Samuel gave Saul the leg portion of the meat. According to the Law, 

the leg and upper part was to be given to the Levitical priest (Leviticus 7:32-33). Serving 

this portion of meat to Saul demonstrated the position God was reserving for him. 

• After the dinner, Saul went to Samuel’s home and spoke with him on the rooftop.  

• The next day, as they were going down to the edge of the city, Samuel told Saul God’s 

plans for him.  

 

Summary 

We are never too insignificant, too old, or too untalented to be used in mighty ways by God.  

Accept that God has a designed purpose for you. Do not worry about your future or the 

details of your future. Allow God to direct your steps and accept that He knows what is best. 



 


